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ordering them to sheath bayonets, he sat down on the snow
at the edge of the slope, and, pushing himself with his
hands, slid down to the bottom. The soldiers, shouting with
laughter, did the same thing, and in the twinkling of an eye
the whole battalion was out of range of the astonished
Austrians. This way of descending, much like that which
the Swiss peasants call glissading,1 had certainly never before
been employed by regular troops. Extraordinary as it may
seem, the story is none the less true ; I have not only been
assured of it by various generals and other officers who were
then in Massena's division, but nine years afterwards, when
Marshal Augereau received the Emperor and all the marshals
at La Houssage, I heard them chaffing Massena about the
new mode of retreat which he used on that occasion. It is
stated that on the day when Massena employed this comical
expedient, to which he had been well accustomed in his
smuggling days, General Bonaparte, thinking that as a very
young commander-in-chief it was his duty to show especial
severity towards officers who failed in their duty, gave orders
that Mass6na should be tried by court-martial on a charge of
having abandoned his post, which would involve the penalty
of death, or at least, dismissal. But just as he was about to
be put under arrest, the battle of Montenotte began, and after
the complete rout of the Austrian army, to which Massena
so largely contributed, there could not well be any talk of
trying him. So his fault was forgotten, and he was able to
continue his glorious career.

He distinguished himself at Lodi, Milan, Verona, Arcola,.
but above all, at Rivoli, and his success gained him from
General Bonaparte the famous nickname, ' The spoilt child of
victory.3 After the preliminaries of peace had been signed at
Lisbon, he was commissioned to take the draft to the Govern-
ment, and was received in Paris with the strongest marks of
admiration. But his triumph was tarnished by his always
prevailing fault of extreme avarice. General Duphot, French
ambassador at Koine, had been assassinated; the task of

[J In the original' la ramasse,' a word which does not seem to be now in
use.] them that if they would
